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TIE my much reſ. pected Friends, 


the 8 of the Bo- 


rough of PETERSFIELD. 


Need not acquaint you with 
the Occaſion of preaching the 


that ſet up a ſeparate Con- 
gregation in your Town, thought fit to 
Publ, ;/h the Sermon which was preached 
at the Opening of their Meeting- 
Houſe, and to diſperſe it among you. 
3 ſhould have been wanting in my Duty, 
if bad not uſed my beſt Endeavour 
to preſerve ou in the Communion of our 
Church, ſince they have been ſo indu- 
ſtrious to draw ou away from it. The 
Sermon I preached upon that Fubject, 


15 ful, 
YT thereby « an h of Reading and 
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Conſi- : 


— 21 | 5 following Diſcourſe. Thuſe 
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you were pleaſed to think might be more 
775 were Printed, and you had 
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Conſidering it at hour Leiſure. Twas | 
willing to comply with your Deſire in 
that Particular; and that it may in ſome 
Meaſure attam the End for which ' it | 
was both Preached and Publiſhed, viz. | 
zo perſuade Men to keep the Unity of 

the Spirit in the Bond of Peace, is 
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the hearty Prayer of 


* 


Vour affectionate 


Friend and Servant, 


WIITIAM LowrTH. 
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And they continued  ſtedfaſtly in the 
Apoſiles Dofrime and Fellowſhip, 
and in Brealing 0 of Bread and in 


Prayers. 


= MON G all the Parties that 
= diſtract the Chriſtian Profeſſion, 
there are none that can lay any 
juſt Claim to that honourable 
Title, but look upon the Doctrine 
and Practice of the Apoſtles as the Standard 
of the Chriſtian Religion, and ſeem willin 
0 appeal to their Jongmone 1 in Caſes of Dit- 
ficulty. 
In- Abe Words of the Text, we have a brief 
Deſcription | of the State of the Primitive 
Church as it was planted by the Apoſtles : 
when it conſiſted only of an Hundred and 
4 twenty 


ee. 


G 


(6) 
twenty Perſons *, who were the conſtant Diſ- 
ciples and Followers of Chriſt, and about 
Three thouſand more, converted by one Ser- 


mon of St. Peter's; of theſe it is ſaid, that 


they continued ſtedfaſtly in the Apoſtles Doc- 


trine and Fellowſhip, and in Breaking of Bread 


7 


and in Prayers. 3 
From which Words I ſhall enquire, 
Firſt, What was the State of the Church 
of Chriſt in the Apoſtles Days. 
Secondly, What Church at this Time an- 


wers the Characters here given of a Primitive 


and Apoſtolical Church. | 


Firſt, Here is a Deſcription of the State or 
Condition. of the Apoſtalical Church, conſiſting 
of theſe four Tokens or Characters: Firſt, In 
their continuing in the Apoſles Doctrine. 
Secondly, In their Fellowſhip, or living in a 
ſtrict Union and Communion with them. 
"Thirdly, In their partaking together of the 
Lord's Supper. And, Fourthly, 1 in 
the other Parts of the Publick 


I. The firſt Mark of a Primitive and 
Apoſtolical Church is, its Members Continu- 
ence in the Dattrine of the Apoſtlex. 
The Church is a Society of true Believers 
entered into Covenant with God, of which 
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St. Paul as the Houſe or Temple of God, 
built upon the Foundation of the Apoſtles and 
Prophets, Feſus Chriſt himſelf being the head 
Corner-ſtone, Eph. ii. 20, Elſewhere Chriſt is 
called by the ſame Apoſtle the Foundation, 
1 Cor. lil. 11. from whence it follows, that 
in order to our Admittance into this Society, 
we muſt explicitly believe all that Chriſt has 
done and ſuffered for our Redemption; who, 
according to the eternal Purpoſe and Decree 
of his Father, came down from Heaven, and 
voluntarily © undertook the Work of our 
Redemption, making himſelf an Atonement 
for the Sins of Mankind: and is thereby be- 
come the Author of eternal Salvation 10 all 
that believe and obey him, and expect to be 
ſaved, not for any Works of en, 
which they can perform, but onſy thro' his 
all ſufficient Merits. 3 
This is that Form of ſound Words, or true 
Doctrine, mentioned by St. Paul in his Epiſtle 
to the Romans, Chap. vi. 17. and in his ſe- 
cond Epiſtle to Timothy, Chap. i. 13. the ex 
plicit Belief of which was required from thoſe 
who were converted to the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion in order to their Baptiſm; who are 
thereupon ſaid to be Baptized into Chriſt; 
that is, into the Faith and Service of Chriſt; 
and the Profeſſion of that Religion which he 
came into the World to reveal as the Will 
of his heavenly Father, and the only ordinary 
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(8 ) 
Means of Salvation. And from hence the 
ancient Creeds, or Formularies of Faith took 
their Original; differing. perhaps as to the 
manner of Expreſſion in ſeveral Churches, 
but agreeing in Senſe; and containing a Sum- 
mary of the Fundamental Articles of the 
, tb eine 
The Foundation concerning Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the Redemption wrought by him being 
thus laid, Believers were ſtill to go forward to 
Perfection, and to be throughly inſtructed in 
all that the Goſpel requires of them to know 
and practice in order to their Salvation. The 
Sum of which Doctrine is contained in the 
Writings of the New Teſtament, wherein is 
declared to us the whole Counſel of God: they 
being written for this End, that Mer might 
believe that Feſus Chriſt, is the Son of God, 


his Name, John xx. 31. This is the fir 


and that believing they might. have Life thro [7 


Mark or Character of a true Apoſtolical 
Church, their Continuance in the Doctrine of © 
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From what has been ſaid upon this Head, 
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' 4. One of the chief of theſe is that*,which is commonly 
Apoſtles Creed, either:becan 


man Church, which Church was known, in the Weſtern Parts of Cini- 
ſtendom by the Name of the Apoſtolical Church; as being founded &y 


Part 2, Chap. 9. 


* 


che Apoſtles St. Peter and St. Paul. See Dr, Wall of Infant Baptiſm. 


we may judge how far the Characters of an 
Apoſtolical Church agree to that of Rome : 
the Miſſionaries. of that Church are always 
call'd the 


| it contains a Summary of the Doctrine 
wich the Apoſtles taught or elſe becauſe it was received in the Ro- 
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nuoulſly acknowledged. 


x (9) 
making loud Boaſts of the uninterrupted 
Succeſſion of their Church from the very 
Apoſtles ; and that they derive their Autho- 
rity from St. Peter, the Rock upon which 
Chriſt built his Church. But then they are 
very deficient in making out that they have 


kept that Faith which was at firſt delivered 


to the Saints, which is the molt eſſential 
Note of a true Church: for there can be 
no true Faith without the Authority of Di- 
vine Revelation, which can't be produced 
for ſeveral Doctrines of the Church of Rome, 
as ſome of their own Writers © have inge- 


II. The ſecond Character of an Apoſtoli- 


cal Church is their living in a ſtrict Union 
and Fellowſhip with the Apoſtles: They con- 


tinued in the Fellowſhip as well as the Doc- 
irine of the Apoſtles, that is, they continued 
Members of that Body or Society which 
Chriſt had placed under their Government. 


W 


— — 


. ſhall inſtance in Two of the moſt diſtinguiſhing Dodtrines of the 
Roman Faith : The firſt is that of the Pope's Supremacy, concerning 
which Bellarmine #1ſetf acknowledges that the Pope's ſucceeding St. 


Peter in his Primacy, can't be provid to be of Divine Right. See 


'. WJ Bellarm. de Pontifice Row. lid. 2. c. 12. §. Oſervandum ſe- 


cundo. 

Tye ſecond is that of Tranſubſtantiation, concerning which the ſame 
Bellarmine (de Euch. lib. 3. c. 23.) confeſſes that the great School- 
man Scotus was of Opinion that this Doclrine could not be proved 
from Scripture. The ſame was the Opinion of ſeveral other learned 
Men of that Church, whoſe Authorities are quoted in Archbiſhop Til- 
lotſon's Diſcourſe againſt Tranſubſtantiation, p. 5- and in a Pre- 
face to a Diſcourſe of the Euchariſt, formerly publiſhed by his pre- 


ſent Grace of Canterbury, 
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Means of Salvation. And from hence the 


ancient Creeds, or Formularies of Faith took 


their Original; differing. perhaps as to the 


manner of Expreſſion in ſeveral Churches, 
but agreeing in Senſe; and containing a Sum- 


mary of the Fundamental Articles of the 
Chriſtian Faith e. 
The Foundation concerning Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the Redemption wrought by him being 
thus laid, Believers were ſtill to go forward to 
Perfection, and to be throughly inſtructed in 
all that the Goſpel requires of them to know 
and practice in order to their Salvation. The 
Sum of which Doctrine is contained in the 
Writings of the New Teſtament, wherein is 
declared to us the whole Counſel of God : they 
being written for this End, that Men might 
believe that Feſus Chriſt. is the Son of God, 


and that believing they might. have Life thro 4 


bis Name, John xx. 31. This is the firſt 


Mark or Character of a true Apoſtolical Þ 
Church, their Continuance in the Doctrine of © 


the Apoſtles. - 


we may judge how far the Characters of an 


Apoſtolical Church agree, 10 thar of Rome : 
the Miſſionaries of that Church are always 
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making loud Boaſts of the uninterrupted 
Succeſſion of their Church from the very 
Apoſtles ; and that they derive their Autho- 
rity from St. Peter, the Rock upon which 
Chriſt built his Church. But then they are 
very deficient in making out that they have 
kept that Faith which was at firſt delivered 
4% the Saints, which is the molt eſſential 
Note of a true Church: for there can be 
no true Faith without the Authority of Di- 
vine Revelation, which can't be produced 
for ſeveral Doctrines of the Church of Rome, 
as ſome of their own Writers © have inge- 
nude acknowledged, bon nh 

II. The /econd Character of an Apoſtoli- 
cal Church is their living in a ſtrict Union 
and Fellowſhip with the Apoſtles : They con- 
tinued in the Fellowſhip as well as the Doc- 
trine of the Apoſiles; that is, they continued 
Members of that Body or Society which 
Chriſt had placed under their Government. 
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hall inflance in Two of the moſt diſtinguiſhing Doctrines of the 
Roman Faith: The firſt is that of the Pope's Supremacy, concerning 
which Bellarmine himſeif acknowledges that the Pope's ſucceeding St. 
Peter in his Primacy, can't be prov'd to be of Divine Right. See 
Bellarm. de Pontifice Rows, lib. 2. c. 12. F. Obſervandum ſe- 
cundo. 1 | 
The ſecond is that of Tranſubſtantiation, concerning which the ſame 
Bellarmine (de Euch. lib. 3. c. 23.) confeſſes that the great School- 
man Scotus was of Opinion that this Dottrine could not be proved 
from Scripture. The ſame was the Opinion of ſeveral other learned 
Men of that Church, whoſe Authorities are quoted in Archbiſhop Til- 
lotſon's Diſcourſe againſt Tranſubſtantiation, p. 5- and in a Pre- 
Face to a Diſcourſe of the Euchariſt, formerly publiſhed by his pre- 
ſent Grace of Canterbury, dee 
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The Unity of the Church does not conſiſt 


in a bare Communion of Faith and Love, 
as our Diſſenters pretend, but likewiſe in a 
joint Participation of the outward Ordi- 
nances appointed by Chriſt to be obſerved 
in his Church. The former indeed is a 
Duty, but does not take in the whole Duty 
of Chriſtians, which is to join together in 
outward Communion, as Members of the 
ſame Body: upon this account we are com- 
manded not to forſake the aſſembling of our 
ſelves together, Heb. x. 25. 7 
The Church in the Text is deſcribed as 
continuing not only in the Apoſtles Doctrine, 


in publick Acts of Communion : 


one Lord, one Faith, and one Baptiſm ; which 


reaſoning plainly ſuppoſes that the Unity of 


the Church is founded upon external Bonds, 
ſuch 


but likewiſe in outward Acts of Commu- N 


The two Sacraments were appointed as 
dublick Badges or Tokens of the Church's 
being a viſible Body, and _—_ together 
one Spi- 
rit are we all baptized into one Body, x Cor. 
Xii, 13. By the Sacrament of the Lords 
Supper, we being many are one Bread and one 
Body, 1 Cor. x. 17. St. Paul perſuades | 
Chriſtians to endeavour to keep the Unity o 
_ the Spirit in the Bond of Peace, i. e. to pre- 
ſerve the inward Unity of Mind and Affec- 
tion by the Ties and Bands of external Com- | 
munion, Eph. iv. 3. and he does it by theſe | 
Arguments; there is one Body and one Spirit, 


of 
ids, 
uch 


( 12x ) 


ſuch as are the publick Profeſſion of one 


Faith at our Baptiſm, whereby we are ad- 
mitted into the Body or Church of Chriſt, 
as well as an Internal Union with Chriſt 
and the holy Spirit. So when our Saviour 
ſo earneſtly prays for Unity among Chriſti- 
ans, That they all may be one, as thou, Fa- 
ther, art in me, and I in thee ; that they alſo 
may be one in us, that the World may believe 
that thou haſt ſent' me, John xvii. 21. it plain- 
ly follows from theſe Expreſſions, that the 
Manifeſtation of Unity among Chriſtians, 
ought to be by outward Acts of Commu- 
nion: for how elſe could it be taken notice 


of by the World, or be made an Argument 
to perſuade Unbelievers, that God was in them 
of a Truth? 


And how abſurd is it, and contrary to 
Experience, for thoſe that ſeparate from our 
Church, to pretend that they maintain 
Chriſtian Love and Charity with it, while 
they diſparage its Conſtitution, and endea- 
vour to draw away as many as they can 


from its Communion, break it to pieces by 


Schiſms and Factions, and thereby make way 


for Popery to prevail among us; whoſe De- 
ſign it has all along been „ to foment Di- 


viſions 


rn —__— 


Is notorious that Comin and Heath, two Popiſh Prieſts, were 
the firſt ſetters up of extempore Prayers in England, in the beginning 


of Qucen Elizabeth's Reign. See a Book intitled, Foxes and Fire- 


brands, printed 1680. and ſince that Time there can Inſtances be given 
of Popiſh Prieſts preaching in ſeparate Meetings, and ſome of them in- 
fructed in Handicraft Trades, and trained up to diſpute, one for Preſ- 
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(2) 
viſions among us, that ſo they may at length 
deſtroy us? 


And whatever Opinion ſome weak and 


ignorant Perſons may have entertained of our 
Church, as if it were inclined to Popery, 
the Papiſts themſelves have other Thoughts 
of it, and look upon the Eſtabliſh'd Church 
as the moſt formidable Enemy they have, 
and thereby are unwearied in their Attempts 
to weaken and deſtroy it? And when Po- 
 pery was upon the Throne, the Divines of the 
Church of England gave the moſt remarkable 


Check to it by their Preaching and Writing, 


and prevented its making any conſiderable 
n e 
In order to build up Chriſtians in their 


holy Faith, and aſſiſt them in joining toge- 
ther in publick Acts of Worſhip, our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt appointed ſome Apoſtles, ſome 
Prophets, ſome Evangeliſts, and ſome Paſtors 
and Teachers, for the perfecting of the Saints, 
for the Work of the Miniſtry, and for the edt- 
Hing of the Body of Chriſt, Eph. iv. 10. 
Theſe he inveſted with the fame Authority 
which his Father had given to him: As 

Father hath ſent me, even ſo ſend I youu, 


John xx. 21. and, he that heareth you, heareth) 


me; and he that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me *. 


——_ 


bytery, another for Independency, a third far Anabaptiſm, a fourth 


for Quakeriſm; ſo that when the deluded People thought they had 
heard a gifted Tradeſman, they have heard a Romiſh. Prieſt in that 
Dyſniſe. 1 

* Light X. 16. 
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(13) 
He gave unto them the Keys of the King- 
dom of Heaven ; not indeed to let Men in, 


or ſhut them out arbitrarily or at pleaſure, 


or to give them an abſolute Dominion over 


Men's Faith and Salvation ; but that looking 
upon themſelves as Stewards of the Myſteries 
of God, they ſhould be faithful Diſpenſers 
of his Word and Sacraments; always remem- 
bring that they mult give a ſtrict Account 


of ſo ſacred a Truſt, to the ſupreme Paſtor 


and Biſhop of Souls. 


And becauſe o Man could take upon him 
this Office, except he were ſent 8, tor a ſupply 


of their Mortality, the Apoſtles committed 
the ſame Truſt to others; and our Saviour 
promiſed to be with them and their Succeſ- 
fors unto the end of the World", So that 
whoever lives in the Fellowſhip and Com- 


munion of thoſe who ſucceed the Apoſtles 
and firſt Teachers of the Church, continues 
in the Fellowſhip of the Apoſtles themſelves. 

We may juſtly conclude that all thoſe 


great Privileges inveſted in the Apoſtles, 


or their Succeſſors, did carry along with _ 


them ſome real Power and Authority over 
the People committed to their Charge. Ac- 
cordingly, we find theſe Commands given 


| by the Apoſtles to all Chriſtians, to obey thoſe 
hat have the Rule over them, in ſpiritual 
things, and /ibmit themſelves to their godly 


— „ 


* 


B Heb. v. 4, Rom, X. 15. h Matth, XXviii. 20. 
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Inſtructions, as thoſe that watch'd over their | 
The Chriſtians of thoſe : 
Times look'd upon living in Communion | 
with their Biſhops and Paſtors, as being in 
Communion «ith the Father and with his 


Souls, Heb. xiii. 1 15 


i Jon Jeſus Chriſt; they eſteemed them ver) 


highly in Love for their Works ſake*: and 
thought that diſparaging the Office of the | 
Prieſthood, was indeed diſhonouring Chriſt | 
the High-Prieſt of our Profeſſion. As Men 
had not then the Boldneſs to intrude them- | 
ſelves into the Miniſterial Office; ſo thoſe, | 
who had a lawful Calling to that facred | 


Function, were treated as the Meſſengers of 
Cod, and Apoſtles of Chriſt himſelf. 


III. I proceed now to conſider the third 
Character the Text gives of an Apoſtolical 
Church, that they joined together in Break- | 
ing of Bread, that is, in partaking of the 
Lord's Supper, as that Expreſſion commonly 
ſignifies in the New Teſtament i; being ap. 
plied to that Holy Service from the Feaſt 
of Charity, which in thoſe Times uſually 
accompanied it. The Lord's Supper is the 
moſt diſtinguiſhing part of the Chriſtian 
Worthip, being inſtituted by Chriſt himſelf 
for a continual Remembrance of his Death, 
and the Benefits we receive thereby; that 


"3 Tf v.13. 5 : 
Oe $400 8675 x Inc Kyigen, Sr ITE To dA Hoy, 
As many as are of God and Jeſus Chriſt, are in Communion 


with the-Biſhop. Ignatius, Epiſt, ad Philadelph. N. 3. Ignatius | 


was a Diſciple of the Apoſtles. 
Ad.. xx. 7. 1 Cor, x. 16. 


——— the 


deſervedly eſteemed the Principal part of it. 
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the frequent Commemoration of all that he 


has done and ſuffered for us might ſtill put 
us in mind of our Obligations to devote our 


ſelves to his ſervice, and to live to him 


that died for us. Accordingly, in the firſt 
Ages of Chriſtianity, when the Blood of Chriſt 
was warm upon the Hearts of Believers, as 
St. Jerom ſpeaks, the Celebration of the 
Lord's Supper was look*d upon as a neceſſary 
Part of the Chriſtian Worſhip, which they 
performed daily, as we read wer. 46. of this 
Chapter; and for ſome Ages after the Times 
of the Apoſtles, never omitted it upon the 
Days of their publick and ſolemn Aſſemblies. 
So that moſt of the antient Writers, when 
they expound that Petition of the Lord's 


Prayer, Give us this Day our daily Bread, 


ſuppoſe this Myſtical Senſe implied in the 
Words, that we therein beg of God the 
daily Supply of our Spiritual Food in the 


Euchariſt. It was an unheard-of thing tin 
thoſe Times, that any who called themſelves 


Chriſtians ſhould come for Months and Years 


together to join in the Prayers and Sermon, 


and depart out of the Church, when the 


Lord's Supper was to be adminiſtred. They 


that had been guilty of ſuch a Neglect or Con- 
tempt of Chriſt's Ordinances, by the Diſci- 


pline of thoſe Times would have been ex- 


cluded from the Benefit of joining in the 
reſt of the Publick Service, till they had 
paid a greater Regard to this, Which was 


But 
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But many of our Diſſenters look upon Her. C. 


ing Sermons as the principal part of Religi- ] ve 
ous Worſhip, and are not ſenſible of the Y ti! 
Obligations lying upon all Chriſtians fre. ] th 
quently to remember the Death of Chriſt I m 
in the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. an 
IV. The fourth Character by which the Þ 
Apoſtolical Church is here deſcribed, is their vi 
joining together in Publick Prayer; or, as 1 C 


their Practice 1s fully expreſſed, ver. 46. 1 C 
They continued daily with one Accord in the th 
Temple, and in breaking of Bread from Houſe Y m 


to Houſe: or as the Phraſe ar 7» pro- ot! 
perly ſignifies, in the Houſe, that is, in that I thi 
private Room where they aſſembled for that I Ct 
purpoſe. The Senfe of the whole Verſe  m: 
amounting to this, They were conſtantly | thi 


in the Temple at the publick Hours of be 
Prayer, (as may appear from the beginning! 

of the Third Chapter of the Acis, and other } 1; 
Places) and they ſuperadded the Celebra- J thi 


tion of the Lord's Supper in their private he: 
Aſſemblies, as a peculiar Ordinance of the the 
Chriſtian Worſhip. _ | Ar 


Thus, by their conſtant Attendance upon ix, 
the ſeveral Parts of the Publick Worſhip, cor 
the firſt Chriſtians teſtified their Communion by 

with God, and with each other: that they J fall 
were one Body and one Spirit, of one Heart | ſhe 
and of one Soul, united to each other in one 
holy Bond of Truth and of Peace, of Faith * 
and of Charity : with one Mind and one 
Mouth glorifying God and our Lord Feſus 
55 N ; Chriſt. 


ſhe gives to the Word of God, is, that the 


617 
Chriſt n. And ſuch an Ugion we muſt ne— 
ver expect to ſee among Chriſtians again, 
till Men come to have better Notions of 
their Obligations to maintain -Church Com- 
munion, than a great many have at preſent 
among us. | N 
II. I proceed now to the ſecond Enquiry, 
vis. What Church at this Time anſwers the 
Characters of a Primitive and Apoſtolical 


Church. And if any Church which holds 


the ſame Doctrine, retains the ſame Govern- 
ment, joins in the ſame Sacraments, and 
other Parts of God's Worſhip, as they did jn 
the Apoſtles Times, be a true Apoſtolical 


Church, we have cauſe to bleſs God, who hath 


made us Members of a Church, in which all 


theſe Characters and Means of Grace are to 
be found. 


1. And firſt for its Continuance in the Apo- 


ſtles Doctrine: Our Church acknowledges 
the holy Scripture to be the only Rule of 


her Faith: and publickly declares, Article 


the 6, That nothing ought to be eſteemed an 


Article of Faith, but what is contained there- 
in, or may be proved thereby. To this ſhe 
conſtantly appeals upon all Occaſions, and 
by this Determination deſires to ſtand or 
fall. One plain Argument of the Deference 
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Reading of it makes ſo conſiderable a Part 


of her publick Worſhip: and it may with 
oreat Truth be affirmed, that there is more 
of the Scriptures read in our Church every 


Week, than is in many ſeparate Aſſemblies 


throughout the whole Tear. And becauſe 


there ariſe great Diſputes among the ſeve- 


ral Seats and Parties about the Senſe of the 
Scriptures, our Church pays a particular Re- 
gard in this Caſe to the Judgment of the 
Primitive Church, as having a peculiar Ad- 
vantage, by being ſo near the Times of the 
Apoſtles, of knowing the Senſe of their 


Writings: what was publickly profeſſed and 
taught by themſelves, and thoſe that ſuc- 
ceeded them in the Office of governing and 


inſtructing Chriſtians ; and likewiſe being 
the moſt competent Witneſs of their Prac- 
tice, and in what Order or Manner they 


ſettled the Churches of which they were the 


x Founders. . 

2. Let us, in the next Place, examine our 
Church by the ſecond Character of an Apo- 
ſtolical Church, its Union and Fellowſhip 
with its Paſtors and Teachers, thoſe who 
ſucceeded the Apoſtles in the Care of in- 


Non quia Canon ſolus non ſibi ad univerſa ſufficiat, ſed 
quia Verba Divina plerique pro ſuo arbitratu interpretantes, va- 
rias opiniones erroreſque concipiant: atque ideo neceſſe eſt, ut 
ad unam Eccleſiaſtici ſenſus regulam Scripturæ cæleſtis intelligen- 
tia dirigatur: in iis duntaxat præcipue quæſtionibus, quibus to- 
tius Catholici Dogmatis fundamenta nitantur. Vincentii Lirinenſis 
Commonitorium, c. 41. 


ſtructing 
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ſt ructing and governing the People commit. 
ted to their Charge. 


»Tis certain, that the moſt antient 


Churches, thoſe who were planted by the 
Apoſtles themſelves, held their Biſhops to 


be the immediate o Succeſſors of the Apoſtles : 
We have as great a Conſent among the 
Antient Writers for this, as we have for 
the Authority of the Lord's Day, or for that 
Collection of Scripture, which we call the 
Canon of the New Teſtament, 
The Adverſaries of Epiſcopacy have been 


often challenged to produce any Inſtance 
of a Church ſettled without Biſhops, for 
above Fifteen hundred Tears after Chrilt. 
They have not been able to produce any 


Inſtance of that kind that can give Satiſ- 
faction to any Perſon of ordinary Reading and 


Judgment. 


Our Biſhops can derive their Authority 


from the Times of the Apoſtles with as an 


[ 


i 


II —c 12 * — — „— 
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Ils certain, that ſeveral of thoſe who were Diſciples of the Apo- 
files did exerciſe the Epiſcopal Office, and had the Care and Overſight 
of many particular Churches or Congregations : ſuch were Timothy, 
Titus, Ignatius, Polycarp, Clemens Romanus, Dionyfius rhe 
Axeopagite, and others. What was Tgnatius's Judgment concerning 


the Authority of Biſhops, is 17 81 known. Euſebius has given 


an Account of the Names of thoſe Biſhops who were ſettled by the Apo- 
files in the Government of the principal Churches of which they were 
Founders, ſuch as Jeruſalem, Rome, Epheſus, Crete, Athens, ec. 
See his Eccl. Hiſt. l. 2. c. 25. l. 3. c. 4. And all the Antient 


Writers are unanimous in this Opinion, That the Biſhops were Suc- 
ceſſors of the Apoſtles. See Iren. lib. 3. c. 3. Tertull. de Præ- 
ſcript. Hæret. c. 3 2. Cyprian. Ep, 33, 45. and Firmilian ap. Cy- 
prian. Ep. 75. and certainly, they that lived neareſt the Times of the 
Apoſtles, were the moſt competent Witneſſes of their Pradlice. 


2 | unin- 
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uninterrupted a Succeſſion as any other 
Church can pretend to do, not excepting 
the Church of Rome it ſelf: whereas we 


may juſtly object to our Diſſenting Teach- 


ers, their want of a lauf Call to the Mi- 
niſtry; ſetting themſelves up for Teachers 
in oppoſition to the Authority of the Bi- 
ſhops of the Church, to whoſe Office it be- 


longs to ſend Miniſters into the Lords 
Vineyard: as plainly appears from ſeveral 


Paſſages in the Epiſtles to Timothy and Ti. 
tus: in theſe we find thoſe two ſingle Per- 


ſons are each of them inveſted with Power 


to ordain Elders in every Church. See Titus, 


Ch. i. ver. 5. 1 Tm. v.22. and 2 Tim. ii. 2. 


They have Authority to call them to an 
Account for their Behaviour, and to Reward 
them or Puniſh them according to their 
Beſerts. Seer I v. i, 1, id. Our 
Biſhops do not claim a greater Power than 
this over the inferior Clergy. 
It is worth our obſervance, what a ſevere 
Character Chriſt gives to ſuch as take up- 
on them the Office of Shepherds without 
a due Call, 72, x. 1. He calls them 
Thieves and Robbers, and warns the true 
Sheep of his Flock nor to hear them, v. 8. 
I proceed to apply the third and fourth 
Parts of the Character here given of an 
Apoſtolical Church, to our own. 
It is the Deſire of our Church that the 
Werren of the Lord's Supper may be 
reduced to its Primitive Frequency, and no- 


thing 


- 
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thing would be of greater uſe to allay the 


Heats of the ſeveral Parties among us, than by 


often receiving this holy Sacrament, to put our 
ſelves in mind of the great Obligations ly- 


ing upon us to follow after Things that make 
for Peace v, and to put on Charity, which is 


the Bond of Perfectneſs a. 


Our Liturgy, both with reſpect to the 


Adminiſtration of that Sacrament, and all 


other holy Offices, is exactly conformed to 


the Rules and Directions of the Apoſtles, 


and admirably fitted to inſtruc us to pray 
both with the Spirit and with the Underſtand- 
ing alſo. The Order and Variety of its Parts 


is ſo beautiful and exact; the Matter of its 
Devotions ſo weighty and proper, and ex- 
preſſed in ſo full and ſignificant, and withal 


ſo plain and eaſy a Manner, as to be equally 


fitted to the Beſt and the Meaneſt Capaci- 
ties. It is compoſed with that true Spirit 


of Catholick Charity, as to have no private or 


} 


controverted Opinions interwoven in it: ſo 


that it can give no juſt occaſion of Offence 


to any but ſuch as deny fome of the Fun- 


damental Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, and 
therefore are unworthy of the Name and Fel- 


iowſhip of true Chriſtians. 


A few Words may ſerve to convince any 
unprejudiced Perſon, what Advantage a 


well compoſed Form has for the editying 


. — 
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uninterrupted a Succeſſion as any other 


Church can pretend to do, not excepting 
the Church of Nome it ſelf: whereas we 
may juſtly object to our Diſſenting Teach. 
ers, their want of a lauf¹, Call to the Mi- 
niſtry; ſetting themſelves up for Teazhers 
in oppoſition to the Authority of the Bi- 
ſhops of the Church, to whoſe Office it be- 
longs to ſend Minifters into the Lord's 
Vineyard: as plainly appears from ſeveral 


Paſſages in the Epiſtles to Timothy and Ti 
tus: in theſe we find thoſe two ſingle Per- 


ſons are each of them inveſted with Power 


to ordain Elders in every Church. See Titus, 


Ch. i. ver. 5. 1 Tim. v. 22. and 2 Tim. ii. 2. 
They have Authority to call them to an 


Account for their Behaviour, and to Reward 


them or Puniſh them according to their 
Dejerts.. -- See” t n v. 1, 17, 19. Our 
Biſhops do not claim a greater Power than 
this over the inferior Clergy, OT 


It is worth our obſervance, what a ſevere 
Character Chriſt gives to ſuch as take up- 


on them' the Office of Shepherds without 
a die Call, Joh, x. 1. He calls them 
T hieves and Robbers, and warns the true 


Sheep of his Flock zo? to hear them, v. 8. 
I proceed to apply the 7hird and fourth | 
Parts of the Character here given of an | 


Apoſtolical Church, to our wn. 

It is the Defire of our Church that the 
Aer of the Lord's Supper may be 
reduced to its Primitive Frequency, and no- 


thing 


(210 


thing would be of greater uſe to allay the 


Heats of the ſeveral Parties among us, than by 


often receiving this holy Sacrament, to put our 
ſelves in mind of the great Obligations ly- 
ing upon us to follow after Things that make 


for Peace ?, and to put on Charity, which is 


the Bond of Perfetineſs d. 

Our Liturgy, both with reſpect to the 
Adminiſtration of that Sacrament, and all 
other holy Offices, is exactly conformed to 
the Rules and Directions of the Apoſtles, 
and admirably fitted to inſtruct us to pray 


both with the Spirit and with the Underſtand. 
ing alſo. The Order and Variety of its Parts 


is ſo beautiful and exact; the Matter of its 
Devotions ſo weighty and proper, and ex- 
preſſed in fo full and ſignificant, and withal 


ſo plain and eaſy a Manner, as to be equally 


fitted to the Beſt and the Meaneſt Capaci- 


ties. It is compoſed with that true Spirit 
of Catholick Charity, as to have no private or 
controverted Opinions interwoven in it: ſo 


that it can give no juſt occaſion of Offence 
to any but ſuch as deny fome of the Fun- 


damental Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, and 
therefore are unworthy of the Name and Fel- 


iowſhip of true Chriſtians. _ 


A few Words may ſerve to convince any 
unprejudiced Perſon, what Advantage a 
well compoſed Form has for the edifying 


rant 


P Rom. xiv. 19. I Coloſ. iii, 14. 


both 


5 2 P * — — 
— WCI_R —— — — — —— 
— —U— — — — — — — — 


ou - 4 — —— — — — ” . 
— a —ñũ ÜꝝüÜ1l: rt. 
— — roy one. 


* 
* — 


(22) 

both Miniſter and People, above the extempo- 
re way of Praying, which ſome are ſo fond of. 

Firſt, With reſpe& to the Miniſter, it is 
eaſter for him, who is the Mouth of the Con- 
gregation, to join devoutly in a Form of 
Prayer which is already made to his Hands, 
than when his Mind is diſtracted with ſtudy- 
ing what to ſay next. It is likewiſe more 


for the Edification of the Hearers, to join in 


ſuch Prayers, which, by conſtant uſe, are 


become familiar to them, and in which they | 


may eaſily go along with the Miniſter as he 
repeats them. Cad oe = nts 

_ Whereas in extempore Prayers, the Peo- 
ple mult firſt attend to the Words of the 
Miniſter, then apply their Mind to the 
Senſe of theſe Words, then judge how far 
they are ſuitable or fit to be joined in, as 
the ſubject of their Prayers: and, Jaſtly, 
offer them up to God with devout Affecti- 
ons : And all this is to be done at one and 
the ſame Inſtant, or elſe the Hearers are left 
behind, and can't keep pace with the Quick- 
neſs and Volubility of the Speaker. And I 
am perſuaded that if thoſe, who are ſo fond 
of this extempore way of Praying, would 
but examine themſelves, when the Duty is 


over, what they remember of ſuch Prayers, 
they could give but a very imperfe& Ac- 
count what was the principal Matter and 


Contents of them. And if any one's Me- 
mory could ſerve him to carry ſuch a Prayer 
exactly in his Head, he would find ſo many 
12 e 


„„ 
Incoherences, and ſuch improper Expreſſions : 
in it, as would effeQually convince hin, 


how little ſuch Prayers have of a true Spirit 


of Devotion, and ſuch as might recommend 
them to the Acceptance of God, or promote 


true Piety in the Hearers. It were to be 


wiſhed, that they who value themſelves for 


their Abilities in this Kind, would refle& 


upon that Advice which Solomon gives them, 


Eccleſ. Chap. v. ver. 2. Be not raſh with thy 
Mouth, nor let thy Heart be haſty to utter any 


thing before God, for God is in Heaven and 
thou upon Earth. Indeed, it ſeems impoſſi- 
ble without a ſettled Form of Prayer, to 


preſerve not only the Gravity, but even the 


Orthodoxy of publick Worſhip, and to ſecure 


it both from the Levities and Follies of the 


Injudicious, and from the Extravagances and 
Impieties of Men that embrace erroneous 
and unſound Dottrines. 


Some think it an Argument of a Pains- 
taking Man to utter a long extempore Pray- 
er; but ſurely Pains is no farther commen- 


dable than as it appears to be profitable: and 


any one that impartially conſiders Things, 


will find it to be no ſmall Pains to read the 


Service of the Church and Leſſons in a di- 


ſtinct and edifying Manner, and to preach a 


Sermon afterward. : 
Having thus ſhewed how exactly the 


Characters of an Apoſtolical Church agree 


to our own, in reſpe& of the Doctrine 


therein profeſſed, the Communion and Fel- 


I | lowſhip 
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lowſhip therein maintained, and the Eucha. 


| Mer Tit and, Parts of Divine Worſhip therein 


A 


erformed : I ſhall, in a few Words, ex- 
aka you to continue ſtedfaſt in the Com- 
munion of a Church ſo truly Primitive and 
Apoſtolical. When Men have made a good 


* 


Choice, 'tis a great Argument of Wiſdom 
to ſhew Stedfaſtneſs and Reſolution in ad- 
hering to it. This is 


fhewing ourſelves to be 
Men, and not being carried away bike Children, 
by every Blaſt of vain Doctrine. 

Some think there is no harm in going to 


a ſeparate Congregation, to hear a Good Thing, 


as they expreſs it. But why ſhould Men do 


an I Thing, only in order to hear a Good 


one? I think I may juſtly call it an I 
Thing, for thoſe who are profeſſed Mem- 


bers of our Church to go to ſeparate Meet- 
ings ; for this is to encourage that Schiſm and 


Diviſion, which in their own Judgment they 
ought to condemn, if they are true Mem- 
bers of the Church they profeſs to be of. I 
wiſh ſuch Perſons would conſider, that they 
do this in oppolition to the many Obligati- 


ons the Scripture lays upon us to do our 
_ utmoſt endeavour to promote Unity among 
of St. Paul are to this purpoſe, 1 Cor. i. 10. 
I beſeech you, Brethren, by the Name of our 


Hear how pathetical the Words 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the ſame 
thing; and that there be no Drviſions among 


you; but that ye be perfedtly Joined together 


bes ir. 16. - 
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in the ſame Mind, and in the ſame udgment. 


And again, Phil. chap. ii. ver. 1, 2. If there 
be any Conſolation in Chriſt, if any Comfort of 


Love, if any Fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any 
Bowels and Mercies : fulfil ye my Foy, that ye be 
like-minded, having the ſame Love, being of one 
Accord, of one Mind. And chap. iii ver. 16. 


 Whereto, or, as far as we have attained, let 


us walk by the ſame Rule, let us mind the ſame 


Thing. St. Paul reckons Schiſms among the 
Works of the Fleſh, and he calls the Corin- 


thians Carnal, altho? they valued themſelves 
for their Spiritual Gifts, becauſe of rhe 


Schiſms and Diviſions among them, 1 Cor. 


iii. 3. Schiſm is a cauſeleſs Separation from 
the Communion of the Church: ſo that they 
who are guilty of it, are led by their Paſ- 
ſions and Prejudices, which the Scripture calls 


Carnal Affections; and not by their Reaſon 
or any ſettled Judgment. 


They 


8 1 
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I may not be improper to ſet down Mr, Baxter's Words, wherein he 


aggravates the Sin of Schiſm, See his Chriſtian Directory, p. 739, 


&c. MWherein he tells us, That Schiſm is a Sin againſt ſo many, 


and clear, and vehement Words of the Holy Ghoſt, that it is ut- 


terly without Excuſe ; that it is contrary to the very Deſign of 
Chrift in our Redemption, which was, to reconcile us all to 
God, and to unite and center us all in him :=— that Diviſions 
are as much the Works of the Fleſh, as Adulteries and Fornica- 
tions: that they are the Deformities of the Church, the Lamen- 
tation of Friends, and the Scorn of Enemies; the Diſhonour of 
Chriſt and the Goſpel; the great Hindrance of the Converſion 
and Salyation of the World, and of the Edification of the Mem- 
bers of the Church; that they FRM Pride, and belying ny; 
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= 'They that encourage ſeparate Aſſem- 


blies, would do well to conſider whether 


they obey that ſolemn Injunction of the 


Apoſtle, Rom. xvi. 17. I beſeech you, Bre- 


thren, mark them who canſe Diviſions and 
Offences among you, and avoid them. And, 
for God's ſake, what need is there of Men's 
heaping up Teachers to themſelves, only to 
gratify their itching Ears, when every thing 
neceſſary to Salvation is ſo fully contained 
in the Prayers, the Leſſons, and Inſtructi- 
ons of our own Church? But indeed are 
ſuch Perſons ſure they ſhall hear nothing 
but what is good in ſuch Aſſemblies? Is 
1t not likely ſeveral things will be faid 
there to keep up Schiſm and Diviſion, and 
to condemn Order and Decency in the 
Worſhip of God? Contrary to the In- 


junction of the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. xiv. 40. 


Let all things be done decently and in order. 
Who tells us, that God is not the Author 


of Confuſion, but of Peace, ver. 33. and that 


it was the Practice of all Churches of the 


Saints in thoſe Days, to maintain Order 


and a decent Adminiſtration of Holy 
Things. May we not likewiſe ſuppoſe that 
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that they lead directly to Apoſtaſy from the Faith, and ſhake 


States and Kingdoms, having a lamentable Influence on the Civil 


Peace. In a word, /ays he, the Scripture telleth us, that where 
envying and ſtrite is, there is confu/ron and every evil work. And, is 
not this a lamentable way of reforming ſome imaginary, or 


leſſer Exils? 


ſome 
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ſome things may be ſaid in thoſe Places 


to the Diſparagement of bodily Worſhip in 
the Service of God, in direct Contradi- 


tion to ſeverz] Paſſages of Scripture, which 
command us to fall down and kneel before the 
| Lord our Maker, Pſal. xcv. 6. And to glorify 


God in our Bodies as well as our Spirits, 


x Cor. vi. 20. and, in Oppoſition to the moſt Yet 


A 


Eminent Perſons recorded in it: ſuch as So. of He 


lomon and Daniel in the Old Teſtament, 


and St. Paul, and even our Saviour himſelf, 


in the New, who are all expreſsly ſaid to 


have kneePd upon their Knees, when they 
ſaid their * Prayers. _ 


To conclude: Whoever ſeriouſly conſiders 


of the great Obligations lying upon Chri- 
ſtians to preſerve Unity among themſelves, 


and the unſpeakable Miſchiefs which attend 


Schiſms and Diviſions, which we ſufficiently 


feel by fad Experience : ſuch a one may 


be ealily convinced that nothing elſe can 
_ juſtify a Separation from the eſtabliſhed 
Church, but its requiring unlawful Terms of 
Communion : A Charge which I am confident 
can never be made good againſt the Orders 


of our Church: whoſe principal Care it is, 


that every thing ſhould be performed in 
God's Service agreeably to his Word, and 


to the Edification and Benefit of thoſe that 


attend upon it. And God grant that we 
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See I Kings viii. 54+ Daniel vi. 10. Lale xxii. 41. Ads xx. 36. 
and xxi. 5, , 


may 
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may all come to his publick Worſhip with 
that due Preparation of Mind, that we may 
row in Grace, and receive the 


Bleſſing of the Goſpel of Chriſt. 


To whom with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, be humbly aſcribed all Honour and 
Glory from this Time forth and for evermore. 


Amen. 
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